Discussions about the future of the UKIUG committee
Following the AGM on Thursday 11th September 2008, there was a discussion about the future of the user group.  There were only?? attendees including the committee at the AGM/Bright Ideas event this year.
1. Catherine Cosgrove asked about the number of DBTextworks users in the UK.

Soutron weren’t able to give answer but this is something the committee can follow up with them.
2. Sally Walsh mentioned that all the other user groups in the world have disbanded.  Other user groups also tend to be vendor led or put together by the client.  Karen felt that having the UKIUG was still a good thing.  Sally mentioned that if Soutron were to run the user group there would be a data protection issue.  Soutron could possibly then run future events.

3. David Bates and others commented that the notice for the event needs to be sent out earlier at least six months before so that people have a date in their diary.  This is useful even if the programme has not been firmed up yet.  Incentives such as ‘early bird discount’ for booking early could be offered.  The timing of the event is important this year’s event was just after the start of the new school term.  Too early in autumn or the new school term is not a good time.  In 2009 there will be a CILIP event in London.  Catherine Cosgrove mentioned that the Energy Institute gets booked up very early so if the event will be held there again the committee needs to book soon.
4. Important to have an InMagic presence e.g. Phil Green at the event.

